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VAR DEPARTMENT 3
| QFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT smnm OF WAR
STRATEGIC SERVICES UNIT

Waahington, D. ,.C .

mommm o R September 1945’5
TO- - Branch and Office Chiefs Concerned

fSUBJECT: Activation of Strategic Servicea Unit, War Deparfﬁéﬁf‘c“*( ﬂ

1 Efrective 1 October 1945, the Secretary of War has desig-,fﬂl'f“

nated General Magruder as his and the War Department's vepre-
sentative to take over direction of those 0SS functions: traps- :.7% - -
ferred to the War Department by President Truman’s Executive
.Order, dated 20 September 1945, These functions together with .=
the personnel and records pertaining to them will be maintained’ l’: ;
&8s & separate.entity designated as the "Strategie Serviceﬂ Unii:,f;
,Wax' nepartment;.“. IR o

‘;-e. ‘A8 Director of the Strategic Services Unit ‘War Department,'
- General Magruder will be directly responsible to The Assistan!
Secretary of War, John J. McCloy, or his designee. It is en-
ticipated that most of the key personnel of 0SS will remain -

- either in an advisory capacity or in their former poaitions %
. assist General Magruder during this transition period.. AX):.:

trategic Services Officers end.Chiefs of Mission and all® SS,
érsonnel under their command except personnel of R&A and ii:

- Presentation Branches in countries other than Austria and’ ﬂer—
, will be part of the Strategic Services Unit, Va:: nepa.rx ¢
ment;, and will be responsible to General uasruder. : '

3.
. and Germa.ng are transferred by the Executive Order to the oy
. VInterim Research and Intelligence Service", State Departznent‘ e
.. This Service, esteblished by the President ) take over the. "=~

functions of these two 0SS branches, is to be headed by Col,-

Alfred McCormack, formerly head of “Special Branch, G-2. AR
' . personnel congerned will receive instructions from State De- .47 ",

partment regarding their future.status dnd activities, - “Such:. s

- ‘personnel now en route to this country should conti:me, _th{eirf—.f,-: :

L f.w;'ata.tna will be determined upon arrival. ' SR N

SR TR 1 ehould be noted thnt the ,Stratesic Services Imit 18 part )
~¢.:.0f the War Department’ and not an independent agency reporting::
. - tosthe JCS as was the cdse.of the ‘0SP, : Under. the authority’c

: rerred by Seoretary of" ‘vla.:- Patter;an, General Magruder. m:ble&
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“

. to the mthority of a.nd , Lo :
- 8ecretary of War and ‘his del ,gs -wil) continue
“those 088 asotivities &nd ‘pe ,onnel 807 feryod:
Department vhich are no longer neécessary or-des
preserve as a unit such of these mhchona%and
. are valuable for permanent pelcet.tne irposes ,
" pequired by Theater Copimanders O
auict in f.ho diacharge of tho rea )

5. 8t.rategic Services Omun n.nd m '
informed of the above and advised that i'elationshipe vlth
Theater Commander and the Army in thé field will coptimue
heretofore. They were instructed that material or recordg
(including financial reports) beyond those vhich were cust

arily furnished to Theater Commanders and the A 1n tuc"‘

are to be made available to them only with Genen
.advance permission. A sinila.r policy is to ‘be rouoved
tinental United Statet. , ,

6. General Magmder m due course will 1ssue detailed ww<
t.iona regardi.ng budset., nacal and other matters. - .
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